109th Congress -- Marked By Legislative Achievement 

Class Action Reform

The Class Action Fairness Act is a common sense bipartisan plan that addresses the most serious of these problems by allowing larger interstate class action cases to be heard in federal courts.

· Unclogging Specific Over-used Courts  
· Ending the Harassment of Local Businesses through ‘Forum Shopping’

· Protecting Consumers with a Consumer Class Action Bill Of Rights

Supplemental Appropriations

The Supplemental provides necessary funds to conduct the War on Terror, maintains our commitment to our troops, and is wise with the people’s money

· In addition to the $76.8 billion in defense-related expenditures, the bill provides $1.7 billion in net foreign assistance funds, including $656 million for tsunami disaster relief.

· Included in the $76.8 billion in defense spending is funding for the purchase of the most up-to-date protective gear for our soldiers in the field.  

Budget Resolution and the Deficit Reduction Act
The Fiscal Year 2006 Budget Resolution adequately funds our priorities while restraining spending and reducing the deficit.

· Continued Growth: The Budget ensures that America’s economy continues to grow and to create jobs.

· Continued Strength: The Budget accommodates the President’s request for a 4.8% increase in Defense spending.

· Restrained Spending: The Budget takes the necessary steps to slow the growth of our currently-unsustainable rate of federal spending, and continues our work to reduce the federal deficit.

Real ID – Border Security

The REAL ID Act completes the mission of the 9/11 Commission recommendations by implementing common sense reforms to strengthen our borders security and better protect our homeland. 

· Implementing Much Needed Driver’s License Reforms

· Closing Asylum Loopholes

· Defending Borders

· Strengthening Deportation Laws

Death Tax Repeal

· The Death Tax is the leading cause of dissolution for most small businesses.

· 70% of businesses never make it past the first generation because of Death Tax rates. 

· Death Tax revenue amounts to only 1.5% of federal revenue.

Bankruptcy Bill 

Plan will ensure that bankruptcy in America is available for all Americans who truly need it, and is not abused by those looking to game the system. The Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Protection Act of 2005 will foster personal responsibility and make it more difficult for those who use bankruptcy as a tool for fraud to cheat their way out of debt.  By toughening the requirements for declaring bankruptcy, a truly needs-based system will be created for those who are in the greatest need.

Transportation Equity Act

The Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users will provide $284 billion in federal highway, transit and road safety funding through 2009.  The legislation seeks to correct problems of congestion, driver safety, and inefficient highway projects, while providing for the creation of millions of new U.S. jobs in the transportation sector and related industries. 
$12.8 million in highway funding 

· La Entrada al Pasifico designated as a high priority trade corridor

· $1.2million for San Angelo Ports-to-Plains Rout Loop 306 at F.M. 388 

· $2million for New construction for the SH 349 Reliever Rout beginning at the SH 191 Intersection in Midland 

· $1.2million for ROW acquisition for 87 Relief Route 

· $1.6million for widening 349 Dawson and Martin County 

· $2million for extension of SH349 to US 87 relief Rout in Dawson County 

· $1.6million for expansion of US 385 4 lane divide south of Crane to McCarney 

· $2million for construction of the interchanges at BI20 and IH20 for JBS parkway 

· $1.2million for Cottonflat road overpass at interstate 20 

The Job Training Improvement Act

H.R. 27, the Job Training Improvement Act, will strengthen and improve America’s job training system to help states and communities ensure that workers get the training they need to find good jobs.

· Streamlining America’s Job Training System

· Maintaining Funding and Services for America’s Job Seekers

· Protecting Employment Rights for Faith-Based Service Providers

Energy Policy Act of 2005 (H.R. 6) 
The energy bill will create nearly half a million new jobs in the manufacturing, construction, agriculture and technology sectors by reducing our dependence on foreign oil while exploring different sources of renewable fuels and nuclear energy. Another 735,000 jobs could be created by promoting the responsible exploration of energy in ANWR. This legislation will eventually lower the cost of gasoline. 

Job Training Improvement Act (H.R. 27)

Workers need to have the skills for the hundreds of thousands of new and better jobs that are being created. The Job Training Improvement Act is another example of House Republicans commitment to creating the environment for job growth. This act breaks down barriers for millions of job seekers by streamlining bureaucracy and making sure they spend more time being trained for jobs of the 21st Century. 

National Defense Authorization Act

Authorizes $441.6 billion in budget authority for the Department of Defense (DOD) and the national security programs of the Department of Energy. The bill also authorizes $49.1 billion in supplemental funding to support current operations in Iraq, Afghanistan, and the global war on terrorism. 
Henry J. Hyde United Nations Reform Act

The UN Reform Act of 2005 focuses on the budget, streamlining and prioritizing of programs, oversight and accountability, peacekeeping and human rights. The bill uses various methods of leverage to enact reforms, including 

· Withholding of 50 percent of U.S. assessed dues if certifications are not made in the key areas

· Mandating cuts in specific programs 

· Redirecting funds to priority areas 

Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006

Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006, is the first intelligence authorization that will fund programs and budgets to be managed by the new Director of National Intelligence, created in the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 signed into law last year. 
Department of Homeland Security Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006

The Department of Homeland Security Authorization Act, H.R. 1817, authorizes $34.2 billion for all aspects of operation of DHS in 2006. 

Constitution of the United States Authorizing the Congress to Prohibit the Desecration of the U.S. Flag

Amends the Constitution to allow Congress to pass a law that would ban any desecration of the Flag

Agriculture Appropriations Act

In total, the bill provides nearly $17 billion in total discretionary resources.  

Supporting Farmers, Ranchers, and Rural America:

· Farm Service Agency salaries and expenses are funded at President’s request of $1.008 billion, an increase of $25 million above last year, to continue delivery of farm programs.  

· Agricultural Research Service is funded at $1.124 billion, an increase of $164 million above last year’s level and $63 million above the President’s request.   

· Conservation Operations activities are increased by $26 million over the President’s request, bringing FY 06 funding to $794 million, and a decrease of $37 million below last year.

· Rural Community Advancement Program (RCAP) is funded at $657 million, a decrease of $53 million below last year and an increase of $136 million above the President’s request.  Included in the increase is an additional $80 million for rural water and waste grants above the President’s request.

· Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service formula funds for Hatch Act, McIntire-Stennis, and Animal Health Disease programs are restored to fiscal year 2005 levels.  The Committee does not concur with the budget request to convert these formula funds into competitive grants.

· $39.9 million to APHIS for a Federal cost-share to the Boll Weevil Eradication Program.  Funds are to be used for the Boll Weevil Eradication Program for cost share purposes or for debt retirement for active eradication zones.
· $300,000 to Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service (CSREES), Special Research Grants Account, to the Animal Fiber Research Program (Wool Research Program).  The Animal Fiber Research Program Is a partnership between the Texas Agriculture Experiment Station in San Angelo, TX, New Mexico State University and Montana State University.  This program helps enhance the quality and quantity of wool and mohair produced in this country.  New applications are being developed for the wool and mohair industry and this information is distributed around the country.  

· A total of $4.2 million to Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service (CSREES), to assist in the ongoing Efficient Irrigation Program.  Efficient Irrigation for Water Conservation in the Rio Grande Basin is an on-going collaborative research effort between Texas A&M University and New Mexico State University.  This two-state initiative is working to increase the efficiency of agricultural and urban landscape irrigation and encourage the development of efficient water markets in the basin.

· Sufficient funds that allows Farm Service Agency (FSA) to make at least $100 million in loans to eligible Boll Weevil Eradication Foundations.  For Boll Weevil Eradication Program loans, $100,000,000: Provided, that the Secretary shall deem the pink bollworm to be a boll weevil for the purpose of boll weevil eradication program loans.

Department of Homeland Security Appropriations

The bill provides $19.4 billion for border protection, immigration enforcement, and related activities, an increase of $1.9 billion over fiscal year 2005 enacted levels and $285 million over the President’s request.  These funds support next generation technology to screen high-risk cargo coming through our land and seaports; an expansion of cargo inspection at foreign ports; improvements to supply chain security; maritime security, and support a robust revitalization of immigration enforcement efforts both along our borders and within the interior of the nation. 
Department of Defense Appropriations

Included $409 billion (includes $363.7 billion in base funds and a $45.3 billion bridge fund for military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan) 
· Troop Support: Fully funds the 3.1% military pay raise and end strength requirements proposed in the President's budget; an increase of $20 million is provided for the military’s Family Advocacy program to fight domestic violence; restores Impact Aid to $30 million, which was terminated in the budget request.

· Bridge Fund:  The bill includes $45.3 billion in emergency funding for military operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, available on October 1, 2005.  The fund is designed to cover 6 months worth of contingency operations costs in the global war on terrorism.  The majority of this funding – $36.7 billion, or 80% – is provided for military pay and operation and maintenance accounts.

Supplemental Appropriations for Veterans Medical Services

Provided for an additional $975 million to the Veterans Health Administration to cover a fiscal year 2005 shortfall.

DR-CAFTA

The approved measure implements a trade agreement reached between five countries of Central America — Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala, and El Salvador — and the Caribbean island country of the Dominican Republic. 

The trade agreement reduces several tariffs and duties currently affecting trade between the US and the region, reduce barriers for services, and establish new labor and environmental enforcement standards. Most of the tariff reductions will be made by the countries of Central America and the Dominican Republic since the US already provides duty-free entry for most of these countries' products.

USA PATRIOT and Terrorism Prevention Reauthorization Act of 2005

The USA Patriot and Terrorism Prevention Reauthorization provides law enforcement with the necessary tools to fight terrorism and facilitates information sharing and cooperation among government agencies.  Among other things, the Act makes permanent all of the sunset provisions of the USA Patriot Act, except Sections 206 (roving wiretaps) and Section 215 (access to business records under FISA).  Additionally, it permits the use of long tenured FISA wiretap and search orders targeting alien agents of a foreign power (not just members of international terrorist groups and officials or employees of foreign powers), increases the law enforcement wiretap predicate offense list by over 20 crimes and adds various terrorist offenses to the civil forfeiture list.  In response to concerns regarding overreaching provisions of the Patriot Act, HR 3199 increases judicial oversight by requiring additional notice to the issuing FISA court in cases involving roving wiretaps; provides for judicial review and enforcement of national security letters and requires law enforcement officials to report their sharing of wiretap-unearthed national security information to the issuing court.  HR 3199 is a key component of our efforts to combat terrorism and protect the American people.

Foreign Relations Authorization Act

Authorizes appropriations to the Department of State for FY 2006 and 2007 for the administration of foreign affairs, international organizations and conferences, certain international commissions, and migration and refugee assistance.

Help Efficient, Accessible, Low-cost, Timely Healthcare (HEALTH) Act of 2005

H.R. 5 makes a number of much needed changes to the health care liability system, including compensation for injured patients and other issues arising out of health care law suits.  It provides for a three-year statute of limitations with certain exceptions and a $250,000 cap on non-economic or "pain and suffering" damages.  Guidelines governing the award of punitive damages stipulate that awards not exceed the $250,000 or twice economic damages, whichever is greater.  Damages are governed by a "fair share" rule, by which damages are allocated fairly, in direct proportion to fault.  The measure also reforms current to prevent double recoveries; provides a safe harbor from punitive damages for manufacturers of products that are FDA-approved; protects pharmacists and doctors from being named in lawsuits for forum-shopping purposes and limits the fees attorneys can collect on a sliding scale.

Small Business Health Fairness Act of 2005 

H.R. 525 addresses both the access and cost issues at the heart of the health care reform debate. The bill allows small businesses to join together through association health plans (AHPs) to purchase health insurance for their workers at a lower cost. The measure increases small businesses’ bargaining power with health care providers, give them freedom from costly state-mandated benefit packages, and will essentially lower their overhead costs by as much as 30 percent. The measure makes clear that AHPs must comply with the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA), which prohibits group health plans from excluding high-risk individuals with high claims experience.
Occupational Safety and Health Act Reform Measures

H.R. 739, H.R. 740, H.R. 741, and H.R. 742 made important reforms to OSHA that will help maintain safety in the workplace while simultaneously removing burdensome regulations on small business.  These pieces of legislation, 

will (1) provide for adjudicative flexibility with regard to the filing of a notice of contest by an employer following the issuance of a citation or assessment of a penalty by OSHA; (2) provide for greater efficiency at the Occupational Safety and Health Review Commission; (3) provide for judicial deference to conclusions of law determined by the Occupational Safety and Health Review Commission with respect to an order issued by the Commission; (3) provide for the award of attorneys' fees and costs to small employers when such employers prevail in litigation prompted by the issuance of a citation by OSHA.
Threatened and Endangered Species Recovery Act of 2005
Amends the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) to revise various provisions of that Act relating to determinations of endangered or threatened species, recovery plans for such species, and the role of states and private property owners in protecting such species.
The Gasoline for America's Security Act (GAS Act)

The GAS Act reforms cumbersome siting procedures by requiring the Department of Energy to coordinate the refinery permitting process, but only if a state's governor requests the process or if the president has designated the site as potentially suitable for a refinery.
Federal Housing Finance Reform Act of 2005
Amends the Housing and Community Development Act of 1992 to establish: (1) the Federal Housing Finance Agency, which shall have supervisory and regulatory authority over the Federal National Mortgage Association (Fannie Mae), the Federal Home Loan Mortgage Corporation (Freddie Mac), the Federal Home Loan Banks, and the Federal Home Loan Bank Finance Corporation; and (2) the Housing Finance Oversight Board.  Sets forth operations and administrative provisions, including provisions respecting: (1) capital levels, classifications, and undercapitalized entities; (2) loan levels; (3) housing goals; and (4) enforcement and compliance.  Amends the Federal Home Loan Bank Act to establish the Federal Home Loan Bank Finance Corporation, which shall: (1) issue and service the consolidated obligations of the Federal Home Loan Banks; and (2) perform all other necessary functions in relation to the issuance and service of such obligations as fiscal agent on behalf of the Federal Home Loan Banks. 

Lawsuit Abuse Reduction Act of 2005
Amends Rule 11 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure to: (1) require courts to impose sanctions on attorneys, law firms, or parties who file frivolous lawsuits (currently discretionary); (2) disallow the withdrawal or correction of pleadings to avoid Rule 11 sanctions; (3) require courts to award parties prevailing on Rule 11 motions reasonable expenses and attorney's fees, if warranted; and (4) authorize courts to impose Rule 11 sanctions that include reimbursement of a party's reasonable litigation costs in connection with frivolous lawsuits.  Requires personal injury claims (defined to exclude class actions) filed in state or federal court to be filed in the county or federal district in which: (1) the person bringing the claim resides at the time of filing or resided at the time of the alleged injury; (2) the alleged injury or circumstances giving rise to the claim occurred; (3) the defendant's principal place of business is located; or (4) the defendant resides, if the defendant is an individual. Directs the trial court to determine which county or federal district is the most appropriate forum in those situations where the alleged injury occurred in more than one county or district. 

Requires a federal district court to suspend from the practice of law for one year (or for an additional period at the court's discretion) an attorney who is found to have violated Rule 11 three or more times. Grants such attorney a right to appeal a suspension and permits reinstatement after suspension under procedures and conditions prescribed by the court.

